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What is your name, position of employment and business address?

My name is Dan Aronson. I am the Director of Carrier Billing Services for MCI
WorldCom. My business address is 500 Clinton Center Drive, Clinton, Mississippi,

39056.

Please provide a summary of your background and experience.

I received a BA in Psychology from the University of Kansas in 1973. From 1974
through 1983 I was employed as a research assistant in the Department of Biochemistry
at the University of Kansas School of Medicine and the Departments of Nephrology and
Internal Medicine at the Veterans Administration Research Center in Kansas City
Missouri. I was awarded a Masters Degree in Business Administration by the Henry W.
Block School of Management and Administration at the University of Missouri at Kansas
City. I became a licensed CPA in 1985. I served in a series of Public Accounting firms
from 1984 through 1997. The range of activities in which I was involved included
individual and corporate income tax analysis, financial statement auditing, EDP auditing,
contract attestation services and design and implementation of automated auditing
processes. I was employed by Frederick and Warinner, CPAs, from 1990 to 1997. The
services of this firm were specifically focused on firms involved in the
telecommunications industry. I joined the Corporate Financial Operations Group at

WorldCom in 1997 as Director of Carrier Access Billing Services.

Do your duties as Director of Carrier Billing Services for MCI WorldCom include
responsibilities for billing and collection of reciprocal compensation and access

charges for Brooks Fiber Communications of Tennessee?
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Yes. My duties include responsibility for rendering invoices to BellSouth (“BST”) for
reciprocal compensation and terminating switched access charges for the termination of
local and toll calls from BST customers to customers of Brooks Fiber of Tennessee

(“Brooks”) pursuant to the interconnection agreement between Brooks Fiber and BST.
What is the purpose of your testimony?

The purpose of my testimony is to identify the amount of compensation that is currently
due and owing from BST to Brooks in Tennessee for the time period that the parties have

been operating under the MCImetro-BST interconnection agreement.

What is the time period that the Brooks and BST have been operating under the

MClImetro-BST interconnection agreement?

Brooks exercised its rights under Section 252(i) of the federal Telecommunications Act
of 1996 to adopt the terms of the MCImetro-BST interconnection agreement on June 16,

1999. The agreement between the parties became effective as of July 1, 1998.

What is the outstanding balance that is due and owing from BST to Brooks in

Tennessee?

As of the last invoice of September 10, 2001, the total amount that is due and owing from
BST to Brooks in Tennessee is $15,198,071.26. 1 have attached as Exhibit 1 to my
testimony a summary of the transaction history between Brooks and BST under the
MCImetro-BST interconnection agreement from the first invoice date of August 10, 1998
to the September 10, 2001 invoice. This transaction history shows, among other things,

the (1) billed toll usage (listed as “intrastate usage”) and revenues; (2) the billed local
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usage and revenues; (3) the invoiced usage charges and the BST payments on those

invoices.

I have made two adjustments on the schedule to reflect a lower reciprocal compensation
rate of $.004 per minute of use and to recomputed interest at 1% per month simple

interest rather than compound interest.
Why did you make these two adjustments?

Brooks has billed BST a reciprocal compensation rate of $.005, the tandem
interconnection rate, throughout the period from July 1998 (August 10, 1998 invoice)
through July 2001 (August 10, 2001 invoice) based on our reading that the MCImetro-
BST interconnection agreement provided for reciprocal compensation rates to be
symmetrical. In Docket No. 99-00662, which was the Petition of MCImetro to enforce
the MCImetro-BST interconnection agreement, the Hearing Officer found that the
appropriate reciprocal compensation rate to be billed by MCImetro was the Direct End
office interconnection rate of $.004. While MCI WorldCom initially disagreed with that
interpretation of the contract and filed exceptions to that decision, we later dismissed that
appeal and accepted the TRA’s decision on this point. Therefore, I have adjusted the
schedule showing the amounts due and owing to reflect this lower rate throughout the

period at issue.

I also made an adjustment to reflect a finance or late payment charge applied to
outstanding amounts due based on 1% per month simple interest, rather than compound
interest. The application of simple rather than compound interest was the agreement that

was reached with BellSouth in April of this year after BellSouth was directed by the



federal District Court to pay Brooks pending the BellSouth appeal of the TRA’s original

decision in the Brooks Fiber case in April 1998.

Was Exhibit 1 prepared under your direct supervision?
Yes.

Is the information in Exhibit 1 accurate?

Yes.

Does this conclude your direct testimony?

Yes
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